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by inducing the natives to leave their homes 
and work upon them. The bulk of them 
are unwilling to do this. Thus the govern- 
ment has adopted a policy to get workers. 
They have hit upon the scheme of paying 
independent salaries to tribal authorities 
to give advice to their clansmen which in 
tropical Africa it is considered seditious 
not to obey. This has made their position 
absolute as it never was in the old days. To 
resist this advice often means risk to the 
chief of position and salary, and loss to 
the tribe of land, stock, and life. The 
bishops' manifesto was designed to meet 
this hard condition. Better, they say, 20 
per cent slavery than a pretended and 
empty liberty. 

The idea has gone out that the African 
is somehow different in nature from Euro- 
peans, that he should not rebel under 
provocation, that he is lazy. But it must 
be remembered that the African is produc- 
tive and industrious wherever he is free as 
in the West Indies and in British West 



Africa. Laziness is a servile vice that has 
been manufactured for the African in East 
Africa. Another idea is that, whatever 
happens, Africans must be made to help the 
European land-owners develop their land. 
The acting governor of East Africa repudi- 
ates the allegation of government com- 
pulsion, but he adds that the work "must 
be done." "Everybody knows that if the 
fourpence or sixpence a day for the laborer 
were made eightpence plenty of men would 
apply. But then private industry would 
suffer." The "must" was the mainspring 
of the slave-trade in Africa. "Slavery 
consists not in legal status but in the power 
to enjoy men's labors and its fruits without 
their consent." If slavery is wrong, it is 
the church's duty to destroy it. There are 
two ways: "The removal of every shred 
of political influence over African govern- 
ments and their policies by those who 
profit by African labor and the open- 
ing wide to Africans of the door of knowl- 
edge." 
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Fifteen Tears of Religions Education 

Henry F. Cope in the August number of 
Religious Education reviews the development 
in religious education that has taken place 
during the fifteen years of his secretaryship. 
There was much suspicion at the phrase 
"religious education" at the time that the 
Religious Education Association was organ- 
ized. While the most important develop- 
ment was in the realm of ideals, there have 
been many definite improvements in 
method: 

1. Preliminary work toward the collection of 
data for a scientific basis for religious education, 
especially data as to the processes with which re- 
ligious education deals. 2. New teaching meth- 
ods based on recognized laws of teaching and 
directed toward social purposes, such as the en- 
terprise and project plans, social group plans, 
and methods which enlist the child's powers of 



self-direction. Increasingly, religious education 
becomes a democratic and religious experience to 
the child, the processes of which are scientifically 
determined. 3. Church programs which combine 
the elements of activity, socialization, inspira- 
tion, and instruction. 4. Church programs 
more adequate as to time schedules, providing 
week-day instruction and training. 5. Better 
facilities as to buildings, equipment, accessories. 
6. Church programs conceived socially, (a) com- 
munity training, (6) community schools, (c) 
community buildings. 7. Professional leader- 
ship: teachers, church directors, community di- 
rectors, editors, field workers. 8. Service in 
religious education, both lay and professional 
in church and community, the motivation basis 
for college courses. 9. Foundations and co- 
operative programs of religious education at 
state universities. 10. Inter-church-world pro- 
gram of religious education, for the first time 
according religious education essential place in 
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the work of missions and evangelism. 1 1 . Recog- 
nition of religious education operating in new 
ways, as in the formation of public opinion 
through propaganda in press and pulpit. 12. 
More exact definition of fields, as part of de- 
velopments in co-ordination of agencies of 
leadership and propaganda. 13. Development of 
general public recognition of the fundamentally 
important place of religious education and the 
recognition of the inadequacy of even the most 
complete of our older schemes in the light of 
the social needs of our critical days. 

The social-economic crisis has led many 
persons to think seriously of the foundations 
of the social order. There has been a new 
demand for religious education that the 
ideals and actions of men may get safer 
direction. There has been increase in 
number of teachers, denominational boards, 
executive, and conferences. The churches 
are asking for directors, and the colleges and 
seminaries are seeking teachers in the field 
of religious education. It is a forward 
day for religious education. There have 
been established the bureaus of service, 
professional employment (information for 
those seeking teachers or workers), per- 
manent reference library, bureau of informa- 
tion, traveling exhibit, and headquarters. 
A mark of 1,500 new members in the Associa- 
tion has been set for this year. The work 
for the future includes the development of 
a scientific basis of religious training, of 
programs of religious education parallel 
to educational and social development, 
constant reinterpretation of ideals and 
methods in relation to changing situations, 
better co-ordination of agencies in the 
field, securing for the young a training 
that will make religious unity effective, 
giving counsel to all workers in the field, 
lay and professional, and the keeping before 
the public mind by popular propaganda the 
ideals and values of religious education. 

Present Tendencies of Religions 
Education 

Religious Education for August presents a 
summary by Henry H. Meyer of the present 



tendencies in religious education. Surveys 
conducted recently reveal the great need 
of religious education in America and other 
parts of the world. "To meet this need 
it is proposed to launch a nation-wide 
program of immediate advance in an 
endeavor to carry religious training to every 
child in the nation; to secure more time for 
religious training to every child in the 
nation; to secure more time for religious 
education through week-day and vacation 
Bible schools; to provide close supervision 
and practical training for voluntary workers, 
with adequate training facilities for profes- 
sional leaders; to enrich courses of study 
and secure more adequate financial support. ' ' 
Editors and professors have pledged their 
support for the active promotion of this 
scheme through the religious-educational 
press of America. There come echoes from 
many parts of the world to the effect that 
organized religion is essential to peaceful 
adjustments of difficult social problems 
within and between the peoples of the world. 

There is a spirit of unity abroad in re- 
gard to religious-educational co-ordination. 
There is an almost universal disposition on 
the part of religious forces " to get together, 
and work together in an effective program 
of social betterment and Americanization 
through religious education." Sunday- 
school forces are being reorganized. The 
International Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mittee has been reorganized. There has 
been an integrating of other organizations 
recently. There is a resultant quickening 
in co-operation and effectiveness. 

As to courses of study, since its reorgani- 
zation the International Sunday School 
Lesson Committee has set out to give a 
greater variety in lesson material. There 
is a decline in Canada and the United States 
in the use of the International Graded 
Lessons and an increasing preference for the 
departmental graded lessons. The Inter- 
national has a sub-committee working 
carefully in regard to graded courses in the 
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different departments. A variety of short 
elective courses for young people have been 
prepared for publication. 

Many voluntary activities for boys, girls, 
and young people have been developed. 
Because the movement for efficiency tests 
has appealed to the all-around development 
and training of youth as a religious obliga- 
tion, it has swept the country. The move- 
ment for Canadian Girls in Training gives 
much promise. The corresponding move- 
ment in United States is the Christian 
Citizenship Training Program of the Young 
Men's Christian Association. Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts are active and splendid 
organizations. 

In reference to public education, present 
tendencies toward a completer socialization 
and Americanization of the public-school 
curriculum and activities are much in 
evidence. There is much current legislation 
in regard to child life and education. In 
England there are indications of progress 
in the field of religious education. Uniform 



lessons have been definitely discarded, the 
British Lessons Council is well organized 
and issues departmentally graded lessons. 
In France there is a demand that the 
religious and secular education of the 
country contribute with all its force to 
the process of national rebuilding. Protes- 
tant churches are giving attention to Sunday 
and Thursday afternoon classes, teacher- 
training, and the training of children for 
church membership. No state church now 
exists in the German Republic. Religious 
education remains a regular part of the 
school curriculum except in the secular 
schools. There is conflict between groups 
in regard to the matter. Very important 
promise in regard to religious education 
is before China. Standards of secular and 
religious education are being organized. In 
Japan great preparations are being made 
for the World Sunday School Convention 
to be held in Tokyo in October. The 
Sunday-school idea has gripped the 
imagination of this alert people. 
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Church Militant Program 

The Chinese Recorder of August has an 
editorial presenting some phases of the 
church militant in China. There is the 
firm insistence that it is not enough to 
fight evil, but preventive measures must be 
planned if a permanent success is to be 
achieved. Recreation and education are 
essential preventive measures in all anti-vice 
campaigns. In fighting the saloon a sub- 
stitute must be found for the social need it 
has exploited. People cannot be made good 
by legal enactments, but the chances for a 
clean life are made stronger by decreasing 
the social contacts with evil. Campaigns 
against disease, gambling, or any kind of 
vice are a part of the church's responsibility. 
Who but Christians can be expected to 
assume the leadership in this fight against 
evil ? These are concrete opportunities for 



Christian service and they furnish an outlet 
for Chinese public opinion which only lacks 
organization to become a vigorous force. 
" Success like that in Canton and Fukien is 
worth having; it makes Christianity a 
widespread influence; it furnishes also an 
outlet for pent-up Christian energy." 

In the present party strife in China these 
campaigns help the country in a very 
practical manner. Mr. Wang, head of the 
Law Codification Commission in Peking, 
claims that the institution of social evil 
is against Chinese social sentiment, and 
this has made it, heretofore, furtive and 
secret. Lately it has been more blatant 
and open. Mr. Wang advises publicity to 
combat it ; to learn the facts and make them 
known. "For those communities who 
desire to imitate Hangchow or Canton, we 
would say, first decide what is the open 



